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ICEM-INWUN 2009 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING (AGM) MINUTES
JUNE 25/26, 2009

INTERNATIONAL LABOUR ORGANIZATION Room V

GENEVA, SWITZERLAND

ATTENDEES

Twenty five delegates representing 14 countries attended. Several other delegates were registered but had been unable to acquire visas in time to attend the meetings. A list of the delegates is attached to these minutes. Delegates from Denmark and Cyprus were observers for periods during the AGM.
COPIES OF PRESENTATIONS ARE AVAILABLE ON THE ICEM WEB SITE AT 

www.icem.org
Meeting commenced at 9:00 AM

1. Opening session – After welcoming remarks, housekeeping issues, and review of the agenda Mandfred Warda, General Secretary of the ICEM addressed the delegates. 

Manfred welcomed delegates and provided the history of ICEM/INWUN.  In particular he welcomed the delegates from Argentina into the ICEM family as the ICEM’s executive had approved the affiliation of their union to the ICEM on June 23.

Following Manfred’s address Lars Myhre, ICEM Energy Sector Chairperson addressed the delegates. He talked briefly about the ICEM Sustainable Development Policy that was approved by the ICEM Executive at their recent meetings. He also talked about the need for Nuclear Power in the global energy mix.
2. INWU Business Session – David Shier INWUN Chairperson provided an update on the networks activities in the past few years. The following are the highlights of the report: (Hotlink to ppt.)
· INWUN terms of reference were reviewed.

· Meetings to expand membership.

· Meetings with IAEA – Vienna

· Visit to Chernobyl NPP

· Energy resolutions to ICEM Congress – Thailand – November 07

· Asia/Pacific ICEM Energy Conference

· Meetings with Argentina unions re Nuclear issues in Canada

· INWUN Unions attended Nuclear conference in Canada hosted by Power Workers Union of Canada

· INWUN input into ICEM Sustainability Policy.(text covering energy is attached)

· Member union networking.

· Ongoing issues and future business.

3. World Energy Update - Jim Catterson ICEM Energy Officer provided an update on the world situation with an emphasis on nuclear power. (Hotlink to ppt.)

4. Presentation – Trade Union Advisory Committee (TUAC) to the OECD Roland Schneider – (Hotlink to ppt.)
5. Presentation – World Nuclear Association – update on nuclear and uranium projects & issues worldwide. Speaker – Ian Horse-Lacy.  (Hotlink to ppt.)
6. Union Presentations – brief nuclear power updates. labour agreement issues, contracting out, affects of the recession etc. Unions from the following countries provided PPT presentations and other electronic information which is available on the ICEM web site. These presentations continued between guest speakers for the two days.
· Japan (Hotlink to ppt.)
· Ukraine (Hotlink to ppt.)
· Belgium (Hotlink to ppt.)
· Argentina (Hotlink to ppt.)
· USA (Hotlink to ppt.)
· Canada (Hotlink to ppt.)
The following countries provided verbal presentations with the highlights as follows:

· South Africa 

- SA Government has made a decision to make further investments nuclear power

- Unions have a strategic alliance with the government.

-COSATU and member unions, including the NUM, which is the largest trade union in the state-owned power company ESCOM, a company which is expanding throughout the Southern Africa region, are re-evaluating their position in the present changed economic and political circumstances.

- Foreign workers will be required for nuclear plant construction due to skilled labour shortages.

· Iraq

· Electricity system is in a very bad state. Most generators were built in the 60’s a 70’s and have had very little maintenance. The grid and distribution system is also in bad shape. During the Saddam Hussein era the majority of the state funds went to the military and not to infrastructure.
· Terrorist attacks have also added to the electricity problem and also many electrical workers have been killed and maimed.

· The flow of Iraqi rivers have been reduced which has caused an increased salinity in the water which has resulted in damage to hydro electric station turbines.

· There has been many illegal hook ups to the grid over the past several years which has resulted in increased consumption to a dwindling supply. Some of the population has access to air conditioners, and other appliances.. This has also resulted in an increase in the number of small gas generators which also cause electrical problems. Citizens receive about 2 hours on electricity supply a day due to rotating brownouts as a result of falling supplies.

· Unions were outlawed by SH. New legislation pending for labour laws. Negotiations occur but no money is available.

· Many women workers due to shortage of men as a result of many wars.

· Much corruption and violence throughout the county.
7. Uranium Mining Update – Joe Drexler ICEM Mining Officer – (Hotlink to PPT)
   After the presentation a discussion took place resulting in the following actions:

· More uranium mine unions will be encouraged to attend the ICEM/INWUN AGM

· PWU and USW in Canada will solicit the mining companies and unions for financial assistance for radiation training for uranium miners in South Africa.

· Assistance will be sought from the NEA in Paris for the training project as well as information on uranium mining worldwide.

8. Discussions on INWUN activities and actions for 2009/2008 and beyond. After the discussions the following list of activities and actions were agreed on:
· MEETING NOTES – to be developed and distributed ASAP – Dave Shier & Jim Catterson
· PPT ETC BE PLACED 0N  WEB SITE -  Jim Catterson
· WEB SITE – INWUN UPDATE – Develop an INWUN page where terms of reference can be obtained and information from each years AGM can be filed and be available for download. A permanent link to the page will be made from the Energy page of the ICEM. – Jim Catterson

· 2010 AGM - DATE & LOCATION – Will be in the fall of 2010 the two days prior to the ICEM Energy Conference. Location and dates to be determined ASAP and distributed.- Jim Catterson
· TUAC – CONTACT RE  IEA and NEA – Dave Shier & Jim Catterson 
· ICRP CONTACT  - via ICEM/ILO – Dave Shier & Jim Catterson
· WANO – meeting to discuss Union involvement with audits etc – PWU Dave Shier, Peter Falconer (PWU Canada), & Mike Langford (UWUA, USA).
· NUCLEAR INDUSTRY GLOBAL AGREEMENT -  Meeting with WNA – Dave Shier in consultation with Manfred Warda
· URANIUM MINING – TRAINING ECT –USW/PWU- Joe Drexler & Dave Shier
· URANIUM MINING GLOBAL AGREEMENTS- Mining Industry affiliates are encouraged to approach relevant companies where they have membership.
· COMMON ISSUES LIST- ALL – to be sent via email to Dave Shier  dshier@pwu.ca
· TOR POLICY ISSUES TO ICEM – drafts to be developed – Dave Shier.
· INVOLVEMENT AT COP 15 – INWUN Members are encouraged to attend if possible – Brian Kohler coordinating ICEM delegation.
· Develop a chart indicating the labour links with ILO, ICEM, TUAC – etc. Dave Shier/Jim Catterson.

· Develop a chart/document indicating all the international nuclear agencies (IAEA, ICRP, NEA. WANO. IMPO, ETC) showing their function and how ICEM-INWUN may be able to liaise with each organization. PWU Canada
· Look at the feasibility of developing a data base at the ICEM for contract language as it relates to radiation and other nuclear specific issues and explore the possibility of a publication. Jim Catterson
 

· LABOUR ISSUES FOR DISCUSSION AT NEXT YEAR’S AGM – initial suggestions Veronica Peppers, Fedechimie CGT-FO, France
· Speakers/Topics/etc for next years AGM- ALL
Submitted by:

David Shier – ICEM/INWUN Chairperson
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